
 

 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Monumental Restoration and Tourism Development of the Esterházy Castle in Želiezovce 

#CoMEin2 

Želiezovce’s New Tourist Gem – An Experience Hub in the Heart of History 

 

Interreg VI-A Hungary–Slovakia Programme | Project Code: HUSK/2302/2.4/015 

Project Title: Cooperation for the Reopening of the Studiolo of Esztergom Castle and the 
Southwestern Wing of the Esterházy Castle in Želiezovce 

As part of the INTERREG Hungary–Slovakia Programme, project code HUSK/2302/2.4/015, the 
Hungarian National Museum (HU) and the Municipality of Želiezovce (SK) are jointly planning to 
implement a cross-border development initiative. The project aims to restore sections of the Esztergom 
Castle walls, open the Studiolo of Archbishop János Vitéz tot he public, and carry out the heritage 
renovation and tourism-focused revitalisation of the southern wing of the Esterházy Castle in 
Želiezovce. 

The project has been awarded EUR 1,671,340.96 in non-refundable funding. The total development 
cost, including own contribution, amounts to EUR 2,089,176.20, of which EUR 968,466 is allocated for 
the renovation of the Esterházy Castle in Želiezovce. 

This cross-border initiative aims to preserve, restore, present, and promote the cultural, intellectual, and 
built heritage of the region by transforming it into a shared public asset through sustainable tourism 
development. The two project sites are conceptually and culturally connected through a shared 
commitment to safeguarding the region’s architectural heritage. A key objective is to facilitate effective, 
experience-based education through exhibitions in the renewed heritage buildings. 

Key Benefits of the Cooperation: 

1. Preservation of Cultural Heritage: The Esztergom Castle and the Esterházy Castle in Želiezovce 
will be revitalized, showcasing their historical significance. 

2. Economic Development: The new attractions are expected to increase visitor numbers, boosting 
the local economies on both sides of the border. 

3. Strengthening Cross-Border Relations: The partnership fosters collaboration between Hungary 
and Slovakia in creating shared European cultural value. 

4. Reinforcing Regional Identity: The initiative supports the development of a stronger cross-
border identity between the cities of Esztergom and Želiezovce. 

A new era begins in Želiezovce: the Esterházy Castle, located in the city’s historical centre, is 
not only undergoing architectural restoration but will also gain a new purpose. It will reopen to 
the public as a modern tourist experience hub. The goal of the project is to transform the 



 

 
 
 

southern wing of the castle into a new, interactive heritage centre: the Esterházy History 
Experience Point (EHEP). 

The heart of the experience: EHEP – Esterházy History Experience Point 

The EHEP is not a traditional exhibition. It is a modern, digitally enhanced, multilingual 
experience centre that: 

• tells the story of the castle through infographics and a historical timeline, 

• presents the life of the Zólyom branch of the Esterházy family using archival sources, 
historic photographs, and maps, 

• evokes the atmosphere of Franz Schubert’s and Franz Sacher’s time in Želiezovce 

• playful, interactive content for children and informative materials for adults, 

• showcases the everyday life within the castle walls through local legends and anecdotes. 

EHEP aims to be more than a mere exhibition – it aspires to become the tourism hub of 
Želiezovce, where visitors arrive, discover, linger, and return. 

History Reloaded – The Story of the Castle 

The castle was built in the late 18th century by the Zólyom branch of the Esterházy family of 
Galánta. The cultural flourishing of the building – marked by its Neoclassical carriage entrance 
and English-style park – is closely associated with Franz Schubert and Franz Sacher. Following 
World War II, the building was nationalized and for many decades functioned as a kindergarten. 
Its condition deteriorated over the years – until the 2020s. 

CoME-in and #CoMEin2 – Two Phases of Renewal 

The first phase of the restoration began with preparations supported by the Norwegian Fund 
(CLT01024) and continued with the SKHU Interreg project (SKHU/1902/1.1/035 “CoME-in”), 
which included the reconstruction of the roof and the north-western wing. The current second 
phase, #CoMEin2, focuses on the southern wing, where the EHEP and a regional tourism 
information point will be established. 

The project not only restores the castle but also redefines its function: offering an elevated level 
of tourist experience and heritage engagement. 

Community Space – Living Heritage 

The revitalized spaces will host concerts, exhibitions, community events, workshops, and 
conferences. The section of the building enhanced with a lounge and café will be open to locals, 
visitors, and tourists alike. 

Information and Contact 



 

 
 
 

📊 Budget breakdown for the Municipality of Želiezovce: 

• Total project cost: EUR 968,466 
• EU contribution: EUR 774,772.80 
• National contribution: EUR 116,215.92 
• Own contribution: EUR 77,477.28 

📍 Websites: 

• www.kastielzeliezovce.sk 
• www.zeliezovce.sk 
• www.interreghusk.eu 

📱 Follow us: 

• Facebook: Mestský úrad Želiezovce 
• Facebook: Interreg Hungary-Slovakia 

📅 Expected Opening: 31 December 2026 

📌 The project is implemented with the support of the Interreg VI-A Hungary–Slovakia 
Programme. #InterregHUSK #BuildingPartnership #CoMEin2 #Zeliezovce #EHEP 
#CastleRestoration #CulturalHeritage #TourismDevelopment 

 

 

 

 
The Esterházy Castle of Želiezovce 



 

 
 
 

 
Design concept of the new café, 

architect Tamás Smidt 


